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The Serendipity Garden 

 Once upon a time three teachers were invited to attend the Earth 
Partnership RESTORE Institute. They were transported to a magical land of 
learning  and experience called the Tom Ridge Environmental Center and 
Presque Isle State Park .  
 
 Simultaneously, North East in Bloom, a local non-profit, was asked to 
support a No-Mow Zone on the North East School District Campus. Two 
members of our group just happened to be members of the group.  
 
 “The Team” snatched up the opportunity to create a pollinator habitat. 
Coincidentally, Mercyhurst University-North East Campus was looking for 
service projects for its freshman class “Saints Day.”  The Team enlisted the 
Mercyhurst volunteers for August 27, 2012, and thus the Serendipity Garden 
was born. 
 
You can read about it in the North East News Journal: 
http://www.thecorryjournal.com/articles/2012/08/31/north_east_news_journ
al/hometown/doc5041001daf5d1121541625.txt 
 
 

http://www.thecorryjournal.com/articles/2012/08/31/north_east_news_journal/hometown/doc5041001daf5d1121541625.txt
http://www.thecorryjournal.com/articles/2012/08/31/north_east_news_journal/hometown/doc5041001daf5d1121541625.txt


   Goals 
• To promote an understanding of the necessity 

for ecological restoration.  
 

• To enhance a “no-mow zone” to become a 
meadow habitat for pollinators and butterflies.  
 

• To help students identify native plant habitats 
and understanding of the ecological cycle.  
 

• To educate the community on the importance 
of  “no-mow zone” (and tolerance for “weedy 
areas.”)  
 



 
•  To serve as a model for meadow habitat        
 restoration for the community.  
 
•  Standards – Lesson 1-2 Understanding 
 Habitat – Mapping Habitat Components 
 
•  Habitat design – Using the Internet and other 
 resources to identify desired species (utilizing 
 cataloging/field guide activities). 
 

  

Goals (continued) 











 







 



 












